ILLAWARRA LEGAL CENTRE INC.
7 Greene St  PO Box 139  Warrawong  2502  Ph: (02) 4276 1939  Fax: (02) 4 276 1978  TTY: (02) 4274 6956

29 August 2002

Dear Residential Parent

Re:
Class Action Against the Child Support Agency

If you are owed arrears in child support or child maintenance and the Child Support Agency is responsible for collecting those arrears, then the information in this package is likely to be important to you.

The Illawarra Legal Centre is running a "class action" against the Commonwealth Government in relation to its inability and/or ineffectiveness to collect child support and child maintenance through the Child Support Agency.   A "class action" means that a group of people with the same or similar complaints can form a "class" and take one "action" against the other party, in this case, the Commonwealth Government.

We are arguing that the Government's failure to enforce child support assessments and child maintenance orders is a breach of the following United Nations Conventions to which the Australian Government is a signatory:-

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Article 27

(1)
State Parties recognise the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

(4)
State Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Article 23

(1) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and state.

(4)
State Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to ensure equaity of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during the marriage and its dissolution.  In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection of any children.
We are making a complaint to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, which will investigate and conciliate the complaint.  If the matter cannot be resolved then the Commission makes a Report to Parliament, which would highlight the Commonwealth Government's breaches 
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of international human rights.  The goal is to raise public awareness and, hopefully, change the legislation and policies in relation to the Child Support Agency.  Ultimately, this may lead to you receiving your child support or child maintenance arrears.

The Illawarra Legal Centre does not charge any fees or disbursement costs.  This complaint is going to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission which is not a "costs" jurisdiction, which means that even if our complaint is unsuccessful, there is no chance that you will have to pay the Government's legal costs.  That is, joining this action will not cost you anything.

If you are interested in becoming a member of this class action, please complete the attached form and return it to the Illawarra Legal Centre.  If you have any questions, please contact this Centre or your local community legal centre who may contact us on your behalf.

Yours faithfully

Danaë Harvey

Principal Solicitor

