Sample Letters in Support of GLBTI Law Reform
The letters below are some examples of personal letters that people have written or that tell a story we have been told about people’s experiences as a GLBTI person or the friend or family member of a GLBTI person.  Please do not just copy these letters but use them as inspiration for how you might tell the government your story.  It is personal stories that are the most powerful.

“I am writing to express my support for the Government’s current law reform process. I am gay and have been in a committed relationship for 11 years.  I am pleased that the Government is finally taking action to make sure that I have the same rights as my straight friends.  I am particularly keen for the Government to introduce civil unions.  My partner and I had a commitment ceremony 7 years ago. I would like for our commitment to be recognised by the law.”

“My daughter is gay. She and her partner are planning to have children in the next couple of years. I hope that this government will continue with these reforms so that my grandchildren can have the same rights as all other children even though both their parents are women.”
“My daughter is a transgender woman.  I saw her go through enormous trauma when she ‘transitioned’ and started living as a woman. This trauma was not because she was a transgender woman but because of the hatred and misunderstanding in our community. I hope that this government will do everything it can to change any laws that discriminate against my daughter and that it will take action to educate the public about transgender people so that in the future transgender people don’t have to go through the same hardship as my daughter.”

“I have a number of gay, lesbian and bisexual friends and I see no reason why they should be treated differently to straight people.  I thank the government for taking long overdue action to make sure they are treated the same by the law”.
“A few years ago my partner died. She had been sick for about a year. When it came time for her to go into a hospice her family took over as they had never accepted her sexuality or her relationship with me. They said that ‘immediate family only’ could see her and I wasn’t included in that.  I only got to see her once in the last week of her life and I didn’t know she had passed away until 3 days afterwards. Friends told me that I should fight to be able to see her but I didn’t think I would win because we had lived quite a closeted life. I was also too busy grieving. I wish I had now so that I could have said goodbye to her. I understand that the government may be introducing a system for same sex couples to register their relationships. I hope that this happens because if it had then I would have had an easy way to prove to the hospital staff that I was ‘immediate family’. I also think that our society needs to be educated so that same sex couples don’t have to face the homophobia and go through the pain I did.”

“I am a gay man.  I have 2 children with a lesbian couple who are aged 7 and 5. They were conceived via artificial insemination. My children stay with me at least every second weekend and I share all important decision-making (such as where they will go to school) with their mothers.  They know me as ‘Dad’. They know my extended family as their grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. However I understand that both I and one of their mothers are not considered their parents under the law. I hope that the government will introduce legislation that will allow all 3 of us to be recognised as the parents of our children.”

“When my son came out to me 5 years ago I was devastated as I thought he wouldn’t have the same opportunities as my other children and as I believed all the false things I had heard about gay people being promiscuous and not having stable partners. Since then I have met his partner and seen how much their relationship enriches his life. Although his life is not nearly as limited as I first believed I know that he still faces discrimination, both in terms of how the law treats him and in how some people treat him.  I want that to change.”

“I am a 50 year old lesbian woman. It breaks my heart that young gay women and men today face the same struggles I did in thinking they are alone in the world. It horrifies me that even in the 21st century same sex couples do not have the same rights as heterosexuals.”

“I am a straight Christian man and want to express my support for the government’s law reform in relation to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex people. I have been horrified by some of the hateful letters I have seen in the Canberra Times over the last few months and want it made very clear that as far as I am concerned they do not represent the views of Christians.  I believe that gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex people should have the same rights as anyone else. In particular I see no reason why they shouldn’t have the opportunity to be parents just like everyone else.”

“I am a straight woman with 3 young children. My children play regularly with the children of a lesbian couple. They are some of the most caring, capable parents I have ever seen. I strongly support them both being recognised as the parents of their children.”

“I have 2 teenage children. As far as I know they are both straight. I worry about how they will cope if it turns out that they are gay because their school does not have any anti-homophobia campaign and doesn’t include any information about gay sexual practices when teaching safe sex.  I think this should be compulsory in all schools so that gay kids have the same chance as straight kids.”
“I have a number of gay, lesbian and transgender friends. I don’t think they should be treated any differently by the law than me.”

“I am a transgender woman.  I have always thought of myself as a woman and have lived full-time as a woman for 5 years and most of the time it isn’t questioned that I am.  But I am unable to change my birth certificate. This means that when I have to show some forms of ID I have to explain that I am transgender because my ID says that I am a man.  I could get it changed if I had sex reassignment surgery but I don’t want to do that because I don’t want to have what I see as unnecessary and highly invasive surgery. I don’t think that my genitalia should define whether I am a man or a woman in the eyes of the law.  I hope that these reforms will fix this part of the law and allow me to change my ID to say that I am a woman.”
“I am gay and a teacher.  I was horrified recently to discover that private schools could refuse to employ me just because I’m gay. Not only does this limit my employment opportunities but it means that the children at those schools who are gay and lesbian will not have any role model to show them that being gay is OK and that they don’t need to be ashamed of themselves. This needs to change.”

“I don’t have any particular connections to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender or intersex people but as a matter of human rights I think that they should be treated the same as everyone else by the law and that action should be taken to end homophobia in our society”.

 “I am a lesbian woman with 2 children from a former marriage. My ex-husband and I share the care of our children and get along quite well most of the time. I have been in a relationship with a wonderful woman for 2 years but I am completely closeted and haven’t introduced her to my children or family or many of my friends because I am terrified that if my ex-husband finds out I am gay he will try to take the kids away.  Even if he didn’t succeed I don’t want the children to have to go through all the fighting. I want to be able to share my life fully with my partner – to set up a house together and introduce her to my family – but I feel like I have to choose between her and my kids. I hope that the government’s reforms address homophobia in our society so that in the future women (and men) in my situation won’t have to make these hard decisions.”

“I am writing to urge you to end the discrimination against lesbians with  regard to children and access to reproductive technology.

The notion that people's suitability to be parents can be judged on the 

basis of their orientation is so wrong as to make me completely furious.

My partner, with whom I hope to raise children in the next few years, 

spent last year working in the maternity wards in a hospital.  During that time she watched a constant stream of children coming into the world in appalling circumstances. Many were unwanted. Some were coming into violent homes or situations of drug abuse.  Others, their mothers just didn't the resources to cope. They were alone with no income, three or four kids and few skills.
In contrast, my partner and I could offer two committed parents, financial 

security, a good education and a well rounded life.  Our children will 

have a much better start in life than so many children.  The presumption 

that these people would be good parents because they are heterosexual and 

that we'd be bad parents because we are homosexual is outrageous.

There has been a lot of discussion around the need for children to have a 

father figure in their lives.  The hype around this debate seems to betray 

other agendas.  Of course having role models is important, and we would 

plan to have a significant man in the child's life just as we would plan 

to make sure they have a good education.  It is one of the many things 

that a child needs, and not particularly more important than things like 

love, security, good role models for communication and conflict 

resolution, education etc etc.

The father figure debate seems to be being driven by concerns about the 

role of men in modern families.  There seems to be an anxiety that now men 

can no longer count on being the primary bread winners they are worried 

about being made redundant.  These are all important debates that need to 

be resolved in heterosexual relationships.  But blowing them out of 

proportion and conducting the battle of the sexes by making an example of 

gay relationships is entirely inappropriate and unfair.  Gay couples have 

already worked out how you can have two people in a committed relationship 

without being constrained by traditional gender roles. We risk being the 

incidental roadkill in a debate that has nothing to do with us.

When you consider these issues, please be conscious that you are making a 

judgement about my partner and I's fitness to be parents and in turn our 

fitness as citizens.”
